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INTRODUCTION
The United States—Israeli war against Iran has exposed structural
[ J vulnerabilities in the Persian Gulf security order and raised fundamental

questions about the continued reliance of Arab Gulf states on external
military protection. Historically, the region’s political development has been
shaped by colonial intervention, Cold War rivalries, authoritarian
governance, and unequal patron—client relationships. Despite substantial
hydrocarbon wealth and growing economic influence, many Arab states
continue to face challenges involving political accountability, institutional
effectiveness, technological dependence, and strategic autonomy. Against
( N\ this background, the article examines how the war may reshape the security
orientations of Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) members and whether a
more inclusive regional framework could offer a sustainable alternative to
predominantly US-centered security arrangements. It argues that regional
stability cannot be secured through military superiority alone or through the
exclusion of Iran, a central actor in Gulf geopolitics.

METHODOLOGY

The study adopts a qualitative, descriptive—analytical approach grounded
in historical interpretation, geopolitical analysis, and documentary research.
It reviews the evolution of Arab states’ security relationships with external
powers, particularly the United States, from the colonial period and the Cold
War to the post-1991 expansion of American military infrastructure in the
Gulf. The analysis draws on scholarly literature, institutional reports,
international agreements, and contemporary assessments of the conflict’s
military, economic, and maritime consequences. Comparative institutional
examples, including the Caspian Sea legal framework, the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation, and the Arab League, are used to identify
principles and practical constraints relevant to regional security cooperation.
Rather than testing a statistical hypothesis, the article synthesizes historical
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principles and practical constraints relevant to regional security cooperation. Rather
than testing a statistical hypothesis, the article synthesizes historical patterns and recent
developments to assess policy options for a reconfigured Gulf security architecture.

RESULTS & DISCUSSION

The analysis identifies a persistent tension between external security guarantees and
the sovereignty of Arab Gulf states. American military deployments and bilateral
defense relationships have provided protection in particular circumstances while
reinforcing strategic dependence and limiting independent regional decision-making.
The war against Iran further highlights the uncertainty of such guarantees: Iranian
retaliatory capabilities, reported damage to US facilities, substantial military
expenditures, and disruptions to shipping through the Strait of Hormuz demonstrate that
externally anchored deterrence does not necessarily prevent regional escalation. These
developments impose economic and human costs on states whose development
priorities require predictable trade routes, secure energy markets, and long-term
stability.

The article situates these vulnerabilities within a broader history of foreign
intervention and regional polarization. It contends that framing Iran principally as a
security threat has impeded cooperation, while geopolitical competition and unresolved
conflicts, including the Palestinian question, have intensified mistrust. At the same time,
Iran’s emphasis on strategic self-reliance, domestic military innovation, and ties with
nonstate actors has altered regional power calculations. The study therefore treats Iran’s
inclusion in security negotiations not as an endorsement of all its policies, but as a
practical requirement for any viable Gulf settlement.

Existing regional institutions offer contrasting lessons. The Arab League illustrates
the limits of common identity without adequate coordination and enforcement capacity;
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation emphasizes sovereignty and noninterference;
and the Caspian Sea agreement demonstrates the potential of prolonged negotiation to
establish shared rules despite competing national interests. A Gulf-wide framework
would accordingly require agreed commitments, institutional monitoring, crisis-
management procedures, and credible mechanisms for compliance. Such cooperation
could also reduce external leverage over domestic political choices and create a more
favorable environment for accountable governance, although entrenched political and
strategic differences would remain substantial obstacles.

CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

The article concludes that durable Gulf security is unlikely without Iran’s active
participation and a gradual reduction in exclusive dependence on bilateral US security
guarantees. It proposes consideration of an inclusive Gulf Security Alliance bringing
together Iran, the GCC states, and the United States, with appropriately negotiated roles
for other stakeholders, potentially including China, Russia, India, and Pakistan.
Participation should be organized around mutual security interests rather than bloc
confrontation, with respect for national sovereignty, nonintervention, and international
law as foundational principles. Priority negotiations should address maritime security



and freedom of navigation, Iran’s claims concerning its territorial waters and adjacent
maritime areas under international law, civilian nuclear activities, missile-related
security concerns, and credible assurances against renewed hostilities. The study also
recommends sustained diplomacy, joint crisis-response arrangements, and enforceable
rules that balance collective commitments with legitimate national interests. Although
institutional trust will take years to build, an inclusive framework could help contain
military escalation, protect vital economic networks, support domestic development,
and provide all parties—including Washington—with a more sustainable basis for
regional engagement.

Key Words: Arab Gulf States, US—Israeli War Against Iran, Security Dependence,
Regional Security, Governance, Persian Gulf Security Order.
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