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INTRODUCTION

The problems of environmental crises, structural violence, and the alienation of
modern humans have made it necessary to rethink the relationship between “human,”
“nature, and “the sacred.” The Transcendent Philosophy of Sadr al-Muta'allihin
Shirazi (Mulla Sadra)—as one of the most profound philosophical systems in the
Islamic world, centered on the “principiality of existence” (asalat al-wujud), the
"gradation of existence" (tashkik al-wujtd), and "substantial motion" (al-harakat al-
jawhariyyah)—provides novel theoretical capacities for redefining this relationship.
Assuming that a peace-oriented theory can be extracted from Sadrian thought, this
paper seeks to answer the main question: how can a rereading of Sadrian
anthropology, philosophy of nature, and semantics lead to a theory for global peace
(at the human, natural, and divine levels)? The problem of environmental crises,
ethnic violence, and the disconnection of spirituality from the public sphere stems
from a reductionist view of the relationship between humanity, nature, and the sacred.
This research, employing a descriptive-analytical method and re-examining Sadrian
Transcendent Philosophy, raises the following question: How can the root causes of
environmental crises, ethnic violence, and the disconnection of spirituality from the
public sphere be explained through the reductionist view of the relationship between
humanity, nature, and the sacred? Furthermore, based on Sadrian Transcendent
Philosophy, what model can be derived for transitioning from divine wisdom to
global peace? The findings indicate that in Mulla Sadra's thought, human beings as
'God's vicegerent' (khalifat Allah) are not only not superior to nature, but possess a
graded (tashkik) existence and an ontological connection with the natural world. The
sacred is not considered separate from nature but is diffused throughout all levels of
creation (takwin). Accordingly, global peace cannot be achieved without reviving
'divine wisdom' (al-hikmat al-ilahiyyah), in which humanity, nature, and the sacred
are unified within a hierarchical existential order. This approach can replace
exclusively anthropocentric or nature-centered paradigms and lay the groundwork for
a bio-founded ethics, ontological justice, and a lasting peace based on the intrinsic
dignity of all beings.
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THEORETICAL FRAMEFORK

The theoretical framework of this study is based on three fundamental axes: Mulla Sadra is the
founder of Transcendent Philosophy (al-Hikmah al-Muta'aliyah); a philosophical system in
which reason, intuition, and religious law (Shari‘ah) are interwoven. By introducing principles
such as the primacy of existence (asalat al-wujiid), substantial motion (al-harakat al-
jawhariyyah), and the gradation of existence (tashkik al-wujud), he revolutionized the
understanding of the human being's place in existence. His most important works, The Four
Intellectual Journeys (Al-Asfar al-Arba‘ah) and his Commentary on Usul al-Kafi, are especially
significant in their integration of theology, cosmology, and anthropology. Unlike earlier
philosophers who considered the soul to be immaterial from the outset, Mulla Sadra emphasizes
the corporeal origination (hudiith jisman) of the soul and its spiritual subsistence (baqa' ruhani);
meaning that the human being begins their journey of perfection from nature and, through
substantial motion, progresses toward immateriality. This perspective places the human being
in the station of God's vicegerent (khalifat Allah). He believes that the Perfect Human (al-insan
al-kamil), who encompasses all the divine names and attributes, is not only God's vicegerent on
earth but also the intermediary of divine grace (fayd) throughout all realms of existence.

In Transcendent Philosophy, nature is not a dead or inert thing, but a lower level of existence
that moves toward perfection through substantial motion. Relying on the principle of the
personal unity of existence (wahdat al-wujid al-shakhsiyyah), Mulla Sadra considers the world
to be the different manifestations and levels of a single reality. From this viewpoint, the human
being is not a “dominator” over nature, but its “trustee” (amin), and is duty-bound to utilize the
environment while observing justice and respecting nature.

Human as “Viceroy of God” (khalifat Allah) and “relational existence” (al-wujtd al-rabit): The
human being is not a self-sufficient entity but a grade of existence that simultaneously belongs
to the world of nature (nastt) and the world of the sacred (12hiit).

Nature as “Divine Signs” (ayat Allah) possessing hierarchical levels of existence: In Sadrian
philosophy, nature is not merely raw, valueless matter; rather, it is a manifestation of the Divine
Names and Attributes, in substantial motion toward immateriality and sanctity.

Sanctity as the reality of existence and the goal of motion: Sanctity is not something abstract
but the very reality of existence and the ultimate end of substantial motion.

Accordingly, “global peace” is understood under the concept of the “gradational unity of
existence™: a peace in which differences are not destroyed but recognized within the hierarchy
of existence. Violence arises from reducing existence to a single level (materialism, secularism,
excessive humanism).

METHODOLOGY

The present research employs a text-based interpretive method and philosophical analysis
(based on systematic hermeneutics of Sadrian works), utilizing the practical syllogism method
(moving from the general principles of Transcendent Philosophy to concrete issues of peace).
Data were collected library-style from Mulla Sadra's major works (such as Al-Asfar al-Arba'ah,
Shawahid al-Rububiyyah, Al-Mabda' wa'l-Ma'ad) and contemporary commentators. The
analysis was conducted with a “problem-centered rereading” approach, meaning that traditional
Sadrian concepts are reformulated in relation to modern concerns (peace, environment, rights
of nature). The validity of the findings has been assessed through the internal coherence of the
Sadrian system and their objective applicability.

DISCUSSION

The research findings indicate:

The sacred human being in Sadrian thought is one who, through the journey from nature
to sanctity, transforms inner violence (the conflict of the soul's faculties) into existential
peace; this inner peace is a prerequisite for outer peace with nature and other humans.



Global peace under Divine Wisdom is not merely a political or legal concept but an existential
order in which every being attains tranquility within its own ontological station. War and
violence result from a “sacred void” and the forgetting of the gradational unity of existence.

CONCLUSION

Sadrian philosophy, by providing a model of “unity in multiplicity” and “peace in motion,” can
furnish the theoretical foundations for a “fundamental philosophy of peace” in which the
relationship among human, nature, and the sacred is not competitive but harmonious and
hierarchical. This perspective, on the one hand, critiques modern ruptures (the separation of
human from nature, politics from ethics, science from spirituality) and, on the other, offers
practical components for dialogue among civilizations, environmental ethics, and sustainable
peace. It is recommended that in global policy-making and contemporary international
philosophies, the indigenous and theological capacities of Transcendent Philosophy be taken
seriously for peace theorizing.

Rereading Sadrian thought on “the relationship between human, nature, and the sacred” shows
that the principiality of existence and the gradation of existence teach us to focus on the
“fundamental unity of existence” rather than giving principiality to quidditive boundaries and
multiplicity. This shift in perspective has practical implications both in environmental ethics
(nature as not an object but the “greater human”) and in human relations (the other as not alien
but a manifestation of the single Reality).

Sadrian teachings show that for a lasting change in how humans interact with nature and other
humans, “ethic-centrism” is insufficient; we need “spirituality-centrism” and a transformation
in “worldview.” As long as humans consider themselves separate from and superior to nature,
any environmental ethic will ultimately conflict with their interests. But if they understand
themselves as part of this “greater human” and single Reality, protecting nature becomes
identical to self-knowledge and self-care. Furthermore, peace in Sadrian thought is an
ontological concept, not merely an ethical or political ideal. The world in its reality is unity,
harmony, and peace; violence results from ignoring this reality and giving principiality to
conventional multiplicities. Therefore, the main strategy for realizing peace is to change the
worldview from quidditism to existentialism and to understand the "personal unity of existence"
(in its ultimate degrees).

The human being as God's viceroy is the only world-constructing being in existence. But his
world-construction can be of two kinds: he can build a world full of violence, destruction, and
inequality, or a world based on justice, respect, and harmony. Sadrian thought, by emphasizing
the requirements of divine viceregency, presents the second path not merely as an ethical choice
but as the very actualization, preservation, and intensification of the rank of divine viceregency
and human identity.

Nevertheless, this rereading is only a first step. Elaborating the practical details of this theory
in the areas of environmental policy, international law, education, and cultural diplomacy
requires extensive interdisciplinary research. Transcendent Philosophy as “a philosophy for
living” in the contemporary world still holds many unknown capacities, which can flourish
through systematic dialogue with the challenges facing humanity today.

Key words: Mulla Sadra, Substantial motion, Gradation of existence, Environmental
ethics, Philosophy of peace.
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