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INTRODUCTION
Population and family satisfaction are essential components of national power and

and level are a function of the quality and quantity of the population. The aim of this

J the basis of national security of any country. The development process, its direction
study is to analyze the impact of the decline in the country's population growth and

the aging of the age structure of the Iranian population on the country's national
security. The theoretical framework used in this study is a combination of
Morgenthau's theories of national power, Buzan's existential security and Frank
Notestein's demographic transition. In this study, population changes are considered
as an independent variable and the effects of this phenomenon in three areas of hard
power, namely the country's economy and defense strength, soft power (national

> identity and cohesion) and human capital and their impact on national security are

examined. The hypothesis of this study is that the quality and pattern of human life
are also constantly changing and evolving due to the modernization of human nature.
Population, considering national characteristics and traits, is an effective factor in
assessing the country's power and security, and its political effectiveness can also be
examined in the field of politics. The research findings show that the decline in Iran's
population growth leads to weakening economic growth, reducing the country's
defense capacity, reducing technology production, productivity, and weakening the
country's national cohesion and security. The present research method is descriptive-
analytical and the method of collecting information is the use of library resources and
document review.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Rlationship between Population, national power and existential security. In
the following section, we explain the relationship between these variables
from the perspective of political demography.

1- Independent variable: demographic changes : The analysis of the population
in this framework is not only focused onquantity, but also includes its age
structure, quality (human capital) and dynamics (fertility, migration). Two
theories are used to analyze these developments:
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- The second demographic transition: The decline in fertility in Iran cannot be explained
by economic factors alone, but rather the evolution in post-material values,
individualism, and the changing role of women have played a decisive role.

- Family economics (Becker): The decision to have children is the result of a cost-
benefit calculation. The increase in “opportunity cost” (especially for educated women)
and “quality costs” (education, health) has reduced the perceived benefits of having
children (Becker, 1960; McDonald, 2006).

2- Triple channels of influence (mediating variables)

A) Hard power channel (economic-defense): Demographic window: The period when
the working-age population is at its peak provides a golden opportunity for economic
growth. Exiting this window (which Iran is on the verge of) slows economic growth and
increases the burden of dependency.

National power (Morgenthau): Population is one of the stable pillars of national power.
Its decline weakens both the economic foundation (production, investment) and the
defense capacity (army manpower) of the country.

B- Soft power and identity capital: Existential security: Population decline can be
framed in political discourse as an existential threat to national identity and survival

¢) Human capital channel: - The young population is a reservoir of human capital. The
quantitative and qualitative reduction of this reservoir directly reduces the country's
capacity for innovation, productivity, and adaptability to global changes an aging
society is less resilient to economic and social shocks

3- Dependent variable: Sustainable national security

In this model, national security is defined as a state of resilience, autonomy of action,
and the ability to maintain vital values against multiple threats, which is the result of
the interaction of the above three channels.

METHODOLOGY

The present study, with a qualitative and research approach, examines the impact of
population changes and movements on the country's national security; it is applied in
terms of the type of research and descriptive-analytical in terms of the research method,
the data collection method is documentary-library.

RESULTS & DISCUSSION

The research findings show that the decline in Iran's population growth weakens the
country's national security by weakening economic growth, reducing the country's
defense capacity, reducing technology production and productivity, and weakening the
country's national and identity cohesion. The country's population and demographic
changes are directly and indirectly inextricably linked to the country's security and
political issues and play a significant role in weakening or strengthening national
security, economic and industrial stability of the country.

CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

The present study shows that the population issue in Iran has become a national security
issue, beyond a purely social or cultural concern. Population decline and aging of the
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structure, through complex mechanisms outlined in the integrated theoretical
framework of this article, weaken the foundations of hard power (economy and
defense), soft power (national identity and cohesion), and human capital (innovation
and resilience) of the country. Since Iran is passing through the last opportunities of its
demographic window, if effective policies are not adopted, it will face the risk of
entering an aging trap with slow economic growth, increasing financial pressure, and
security vulnerability.

Also, the present study examined the impact of demographic developments, especially
on the country's national security, from an economic, political, and security perspective,
and analyzed the possible effects of population aging on national security. Studies show
that since the late 1400s, Iran's population has been aging, and in 1420, it will reach the
stage of population aging, and Iran will face population aging. Contrary to pessimistic
views, population growth in the Third World and Islamic countries does not increase
the risk of famine and hunger. What has caused global poverty and political and
economic insecurity is the unfair distribution of production and the implementation of
colonial and political policies. These are the main factors in this disorder. Population
control in Islamic countries, especially Iran, is not a fundamental solution to combating
poverty and economic problems, but can itself be a factor in the development of global
poverty

Key Words: Population, Hard power, Soft power, National security, Islamic Republic
of Iran
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