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INTRODUCTION

The history of political parties in Irag as a modern country has been
influenced by numerous social, political, and economic developments. Since
the establishment of Irag as an independent state in 1921 until today, political
parties have played a key role in shaping the country's domestic and foreign
policies. Political parties, as the main institutions in the democratic process,
have been able to represent various social and ethnic groups. In this regard,
political parties in Iraq have acted not only as political institutions but also
as representatives of ethnic and religious identities, and this has had profound
effects on the social and political structure of the country. In contemporary
times, political and social developments in Irag have been influenced by
wars, occupations, and regime changes. After the fall of Saddam Hussein's
regime in 2003, a new political atmosphere emerged in Irag, and Islamic and
nationalist parties became significantly active in the political arena.
However, there were also many challenges along the way, including corruption,
lack of transparency, and lack of active public participation, which led to a decline
in public trust in political parties.

The aim of this research is to examine the different stages of the formation
and development of political parties in Iraq and their impact on social and
political developments. In addition, the challenges and opportunities for
political parties in Iraq will be examined. This research seeks to clarify the
importance of political parties in the process of democracy and social
development in Irag.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

There are various theories about the emergence of political parties, which are
generally divided into three categories: institutional theories, conflict or
historical-conflict theories, and developmentalist theories. Institutional
(electoral-parliamentary) theories explain the background of the emergence
and formation of political parties mainly in terms of the functioning and
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In some cases, political parties are the result of conflicts and disagreements among
different factions or caucuses within representative assemblies and

parliaments. These factions or caucuses, in order to achieve their goals and programs
and also to ensure the continued support of the voting public in the future, and with the
awareness that, first, to win competition against rival factions and, second, to implement
their programs more quickly, effectively, and systematically, they must possess a
precise and orderly organizational structure and efficient organization. Therefore, they
reach the conclusion that they must necessarily operate within the framework of a
political party. In this way, political parties emerge from within parliamentary
institutions.

METHODOLOGY

The research method is qualitative, the data collection method is documentary-library,
as well as the use of resources and texts related to the subject in cyberspace, and the
analysis method is descriptive-explanatory.

RESULTS & DISCUSSION

Before Iraq became an independent state, it was ruled by the Ottoman Empire and then
by Britain. This period was marked by many social and cultural changes that helped
shape the Iragi national identity. With the end of World War | and the fall of the
Ottoman Empire, Britain entered Iraq as an occupying force. During this period, there
were many attempts to create an independent national state. Various social and political
groups, including intellectuals and social activists, sought to create a common national
identity. During this period, Iraqi elites, especially in large cities such as Baghdad and
Basra, established political associations and groups. These groups were mainly
composed of intellectuals, students, and businessmen who sought social and political
reforms. They sought to encourage people to participate in political and social affairs
and sought to create a common national identity. These efforts helped form political
parties in the following decades and paved the way for significant political and social
developments in Irag. Given these circumstances, Iraqi elites sought to create a common
national identity, and these efforts paved the way for the formation of political parties
in the following decades. Ultimately, these efforts led to the formation of political
parties in Iraq and their impact on the political and social process of the country.

After the establishment of the Kingdom of Iraq in 1921, political parties gradually emerged.
One of the first major parties was the National Democratic Party (NDP), founded in 1946. In
addition, the Iragi Communist Party was founded in 1934 and was considered a leftist and
anti-monarchist party. During this period, Islamic and nationalist parties also began to
emerge. The Kurdistan Democratic Party was founded in 1946 and is considered one of the
main Kurdish parties. During this period, political parties faced serious challenges, including
political repression and social restrictions. This situation led to the creation of a repressive
political environment that had profound effects on political and social activities in Irag.

The Baath Party was founded in 1947 and was known as a nationalist and socialist party. It
came to power in 1963 and became the ruling party under the leadership of Saddam Hussein.
The Baath Party's ideology was based on the principles of Arab nationalism and socialism,
and sought to create a strong, unified central government. The Baath Party gained a strong
strong grip on state and military institutions, seeking to expand its influence among Arab
countries and strengthen Arab identity in the region.
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After the fall of Saddam Hussein's regime in 2003, a new political atmosphere emerged
in Iraq, and Islamic and nationalist parties became significantly active in the political
arena. These parties sought to establish a political system based on Islamic principles
and nationalism, and were able to achieve success in various elections. The party system
in Irag underwent significant fundamental changes after the fall of Saddam Hussein's
regime in 2003. the most acceptable classification is the classification of parties based
on their orientations. Accordingly, political parties in post-Saddam Iraq have been
divided into three categories as follows: Parties and forces with Islamic tendencies.
Parties and forces with nationalist tendencies and Parties and forces with secular
tendencies.

In general, the Iragi party system is complex due to its ethnic and religious diversity.
Each of these parties faces its own challenges, which can include corruption, public
distrust, and foreign influence. The future of the party system in Iraq depends on the
ability of these parties to respond to the needs of the people and build a national
consensus. Also, the role of the media in strengthening the party system and increasing
transparency in political activities cannot be ignored. Combating corruption and
promoting transparency in political and economic activities are also among the
measures that can help strengthen the party system in Irag. Youth participation is
another key factor in improving the party system in Irag.

CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

This study is dedicated to a comprehensive study of political parties and the party
system in Iraq after the fall of Saddam Hussein's regime. In this study, the structure of
the party system, the performance of the parties, the challenges they face, and the effects
of these parties on democracy and social development of the country were analyzed.
The Iraqi party system rapidly changed after 2003, with new parties with different
ideologies entering the political arena. Islamic, nationalist, and Kurdish parties emerged
as the main players in Iraqgi politics, each representing specific social and ethnic groups.
However, the performance of these parties is affected by factors such as corruption,
inefficiency, intra-party disputes, and ethnic and religious tensions, which prevent the
creation of a stable and efficient political system. Existing challenges, including
corruption and inefficiency, have had negative effects on the credibility of parties and
public trust in political institutions. These issues can lead to reduced political and social
participation and, ultimately, threaten the democratic process. Ultimately, the future of
the party system in Iraq depends on the ability of parties to face these challenges and
create effective reforms. To strengthen the political system and improve the country's
social and economic situation, parties must pay special attention to transparency,
accountability, and public participation.
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