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Introduction

Climate change is considered one of the greatest threats to human life and has the
potential to change international politics in an unprecedented way. This article
examines the objective factors that have led to climate change being considered as a
security issue in political arenas and by various institutions and organizations, and
how specific representations of climate change have influenced political debates,
policies, and practices. In response, it should be said that climate change has had
significant security implications by changing the livelihoods of people in different
regions of the world and intensifying poverty. This factor, along with the constructive
power of securitization, has led climate change to be considered as a security issue
and an example of acute politics. Also, with the entry of climate change into the
political arena and its securitization, international politics has moved towards
adopting solutions to reduce carbon dioxide at the individual and collective levels.
Although the international community has not been completely successful in its
declared goals, it has at least led countries to become active in this field. Based on
these issues, this research seeks to examine why climate change has become a security
issue in international politics and what its consequences are for individual and
collective action. This article is organized into six parts. The first part is an
introduction and poses the main question. The second part reviews the scientific
background in this field and presents the innovation of the present research. The third
part defines theoretical concepts. The fourth part describes and analyzes global trends
and the reasons for the securitization of climate change. The fifth part deals with the
consequences of the securitization of climate change at the levels of individual action
of major and emerging powers (China, the United States, and India) as the three major
global polluters and collective action within the framework of the United Nations
amd finally the last part presents the results of the research.
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Research Methodology

The research method is qualitative, the data collection method is documentary-
library, as well as the use of syberspace resources and texts related to the subject. Using
this method, the research analyzes the process, causes, and consequences of the
securitization of climate change.

Results & Discussion
Securitization

The term securitization in international relations refers to the process by which states
determine threats to national security based on subjective (rather than objective)
assessments of perceived danger. Securitization is generally identified with the
Copenhagen School of Security Studies and international relations scholars such as Ole
Weaver, Barry Buzan, Jaap de Wilde, and in pioneering works such as Security: A New
Framework for Analysis, and Powers and Territories (Buzan et al, 1998). The
Copenhagen School proposes that security is not simply a physical threat, but rather that
any issue such as migration, climate change, unemployment, etc. is constructed as a
threat. In other words, threat and security are a constructed and expansive issue.
Accordingly, a phenomenon becomes a security phenomenon when a securitizing actor
securitizes the phenomenon through a process and its audience accepts it. In fact, it is
by labeling something as a security issue that it becomes a security issue (Weaver, 2004
13).

The Implications of Climate Change Securitization for International Action:
Individual and Collective

Climate change, which was initially only an environmental problem and was mostly
discussed in scientific circles and by experts, soon became the most important
environmental concern and entered the political arena as a security issue. In the wake
of the rapid pace of climate change in the world, a series of measures to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and the risks of climate change are being implemented or are
being developed at the individual (national) and collective levels.

Country level

Although all countries have taken more or less measures to reduce pollution, the
programs of the three countries of China, the United States and India as the triangle of
the world's major polluters are very important, and this article will focus on these three
countries. According to the data in Figure 3, China, the United States and India are the
largest polluters in the world. The securitization of climate change has forced these
countries to take measures to reduce CO2.

China's climate change strategy is that China aims to peak its carbon emissions by 2030
and become a carbon-neutral country before 2060. Previously, climate change policy
was included in China's energy consumption and economic development policies, but
from around 2010 China began to formulate mitigation policies (reducing carbon
intensity by 40-45% from 2005 levels and by more than 65% by 2020 and 2030,
respectively), which are included in China's five-year plans (as well as other
documents).



The United States’ long-term strategy outlines an ambitious path to net greenhouse
gas emissions by 2050 that includes removing 1 to 1.8 billion tons of carbon dioxide
equivalent (CO2e) annually by 2050 through a combination of technology- and nature-
based carbon removal approaches. That is equivalent to removing the emissions from
220 to 400 million passenger vehicles per year. The United States’ long-term strategy
uses several types of carbon removal approaches. These include engineered carbon
removal, such as direct air capture and carbon fixation on land or the ocean, and carbon
removal that enhances natural carbon sinks in forests, soils, and coastal ecosystems.

India also aims to reduce carbon emissions by 1 billion tonnes by 2030 and reach net-
zero emissions by 2070. At the 26th United Nations Climate Change Conference in
Glasgow, India announced its target to generate 500 gigawatts of non-fossil energy by
2030. The country is striving to generate 50% of its electricity from non-fossil sources
by 2030, mainly from solar and hydropower. It is also aiming to reduce the emission
intensity of its GDP by 45% below 2005 levels by 2030. India’s climate action strategy
will focus on seven areas: power, transport, economic and financial aspects, carbon
reduction, industry, urbanization and forests (MoEFCC, 2022: 3-7).

Intergovernmental Level

Since the early 1990s, international diplomatic efforts have focused on how to
combat climate change. The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
was the first global treaty to explicitly address climate change in 1990. This historic
agreement was ratified by 197 countries, including the United States, and established
an annual meeting called the Conference of the Parties for international discussions
aimed at stabilizing greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere. These meetings
have produced several important agreements, including the Kyoto Protocol and the Paris
Agreement. Other collective actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and the risks
of climate change include:

The Morocco Agreements of 2001, along with detailed arrangements for the

implementation of the Kyoto Protocol, were adopted by the Conference of the Parties,
including the establishment of new financial and programming instruments and a
framework for technology transfer. The Bali Roadmap was adopted at the United
Nations Climate Change Conference in Bali in December 2007.
The 15th Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change and the 5th Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol in
Copenhagen, Denmark in 2009, the 17th Conference (Durban) in 2011 in South Africa,
the 23rd United Nations Climate Change Conference under the presidency of the Fiji
Islands in 2017 in Bonn, Germany, and finally the 26th United Nations Climate Change
Conference between October 31 and November 12, 2021 in Glasgow, Scotland.

In sum, the major climate agreements that have been developed to pursue reductions
in greenhouse gas emissions have weaknesses. The Kyoto Protocol committed only
developed countries to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, while the Paris Agreement
recognized climate change as a shared problem and called on all countries to set
emissions targets. However, countries’ commitments are not fast enough and are not
being implemented fast enough to limit global temperature increases to 1.5°C. Given
current policies and trends, it seems unlikely that the global community will achieve the
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Paris goals, as high-emitting countries will need to make rapid progress in
decarbonizing their energy systems by moving away from fossil fuels over the next
decade. Developing countries, however, will need to rely on low-carbon energy sources
for their economic development. US sanctions have limited the power of countries such
as Iran, China, Venezuela, etc. to make the transition. Accelerating the pace and
trajectory of the energy transition depends on reducing key countries’ continued
dependence on fossil fuels; investing in research, development, and deployment of low-
carbon technologies for specific sectors that are difficult to decarbonize; and adopting
policies to incentivize renewable energy sources.

Conclusion

Climate change is an objective global security threat that is fundamentally different
from past threats. It must be said that today, due to climate change, there is no safe place
in the world, and various forms of security at the individual, national, and international
levels are facing challenges and threats. The world is currently facing new and non-
traditional security crises. In a way, the concept of security has changed and has spread
to all aspects of human life. A secure society is defined as a society without threats as
the fundamental goal of democratic governments. In this context, environmental
challenges, especially climate change, will be considered a serious threat to human life,
human security, and the security of international relations. The rapid progress of the
effects and consequences of climate change reflects the intertwining of global security
and the environment in all dimensions.

The countries of China, the United States, and India, which have the highest
emissions of carbon dioxide pollution, have developed programs to reduce it. Each of
these countries emphasizes in their programs the reduction of fossil energy
consumption, the use of renewable energy, afforestation, etc. and ultimately the
production of green hydrogen. Governments have also collectively committed to
reducing global warming. Through the Kyoto Protocol and the Paris Agreement,
countries agreed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, but the amount of carbon dioxide
in the atmosphere is still increasing and warming the Earth at an alarming rate. Scientists
warn that if this warming continues unabated, it could bring environmental catastrophe
to the point of no return. Therefore, it seems that the current commitments of
governments at the individual and collective levels are not enough to prevent
catastrophic warming or adapt to its consequences. Geopolitical competition, unilateral
and coercive sanctions, the lack of rigorous verification mechanisms, etc. have further
complicated the threats posed by climate change to human life. Therefore, the results of
the present study show that there is no acceptable proportion between the rate of
environmental destruction and the individual and collective efforts of governments.

Key Words: Climate change, Securitization, International politics, Poverty,
Greenhouse gases.
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