Analysing the Iran-Afghanistan Relations during the
Second Period of Taliban Rule and the Factors Affecting
it (2021-2025)

Ahmad Kazemi Arpanahi!

Introduction
The Taliban’s resurgence in Afghanistan, following the withdrawal of American
{ J forces following the capture of Kabul, the country’s capital, has caused the Islamic

Republic of Iran to face some contradictions in its confrontation with its eastern
neighbors. On the other hand, since the dimensions of the changes are not clear to
Iran, it views what is happening as a threat and hesitation, and is not unaware of the
existence of a conspiracy in all the changes. Although ideology is at the core of the
Taliban’s foreign policy, this ideology is not as unified and coherent as it was in the
past, and has become somewhat ambivalent. What distinguishes the Taliban from
other Islamic movements is their opposition to all Western symbols and symbols and
their belief in the right to implement the Prophet's law in full and accurately. The
Taliban's origins and background go back to the Deobandi schools in the Indian
( N subcontinent, which were founded by the followers of Shah Waliullah, who, along
with the Pashtuns and some mujahideen, dominated Afghanistan as a militant group
that, unlike other Islamic groups, had a more military tone and flavor, and by adopting
the name of the Islamic Emirate, introduced a violent face of Islam to the world.If we
consider the first period of the Taliban presence in Afghanistan as complete
ideological unity, the newly come to power Taliban have become two groups with
different intellectual origins based on internal and external factors, ethnicity and
ideology and have distanced themselves from the previous ideological unity. The
southern group of Taliban (Duranis) consisting of Duranis is seeking peaceful and
respectful relations with Iran due to internal grounds such as cultural commonalities,
and in contrast, the eastern spectrum of Taliban (Gholjais) can become a threat to Iran
due to effective foreign interference such as Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and ISIS and a
more radical view. The rise to power of each of these two groups on the political
sovereignty of Afghanistan and the study of the impact of each of these two groups
on the relations between Iran and Afghanistan as direct neighbors require further
investigation and are the main issue of this research.
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Research Methodology

The research method is qualitative, the data collection method is documentary-
library, as well as the use of resources and texts related to the subject in cyberspace, and
the analysis method is descriptive-explanatory.

Results & Discussion

Iran and Afghanistan, for historical, cultural, geographical reasons and based on the
security needs of the two countries, need friendship and extensive cooperation and even
convergence. Various factors play a role in the framework of relations and relations
between Iran and Afghanistan, which in turn have different convergent and divergent
aspects and dimensions. The emergence of the second Taliban and the change in
approach towards regional and trans-regional neighbors have caused various factors,
especially the ideological factor, to play an effective role in Iran-Afghanistan relations
in a dual manner.

Internal VVariables

The internal contexts affecting the Taliban's resurgence can be examined at two
levels; the first level relates to the specific characteristics of the Taliban group, and the
other relates to the socio-political situation in Afghanistan, which includes a range of
causes such as the crisis of identity and legitimacy, the fragility of the state, the gap in
the security and military forces, the failure in state-building, nation-building, and
democratization.

The Ideological factor

The new Taliban does not have the ideological cohesion and integrity of the past,
and this is considered one of the most effective components in relations with Iran. The
new Taliban is composed of two groups based on geographical, ethnic, and ideological
indicators, each of which has specific positions and orientations toward Iran. Ideology
has been an independent variable in the foreign policy of Iran and Afghanistan at
different historical stages. With the Taliban's return to power in 2021, given the current
short period of time, it does not seem that there has been any noticeable change in the
intellectual and ideological foundations of the Taliban, but ideologically speaking, we
are witnessing a kind of duality in the Taliban's governance structure.

Regional variables

Each of the regional actors has its own perspective on the US-Taliban agreement.
Pakistan has always wanted to include the Taliban, as a militant group opposed to the
Kabul government, in the Afghan power structure and in a way maintain its strategic
depth against potential threats from India (Mahmoudi, 2020: 208). Geographical
proximity and shared borders, along with ethnic and cultural commonalities and border
disputes, have made Pakistan a country in the evolution of Afghanistan. Saudi Arabia
had been criticized by Afghan officials for its close relations with the Taliban during
the 1990s, and Saudi Arabia sought to correct its past by moving closer to US policies.
Since the political changes in Saudi Arabia in 2017, the Taliban and its international
supporters have been criticized by this country.



To demonstrate his commitment to creating a rift between the different ranks of the
Taliban, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman held talks with the US Secretary
of Defense on the creation of “safe bases” in Afghanistan for Taliban elements who
wanted to enter peace talks with Kabul. Saudi Arabia’s support for the safe bases
proposal was in fact an attempt by Riyadh to emerge as a constructive actor in the
Afghan battlefield. Despite the current regional and trans-regional security obstacles,
Iran has been able to have a great deal of security influence in Afghanistan. The
continuation of Iran’s security perspective on Afghanistan, regional conflicts
surrounding the two countries, and the global securitization of Iran’s and Afghanistan’s
geopolitical and identity by the US are the most important challenges to Iran-
Afghanistan relations during the second Taliban era (Mujhdeh, 1400: 82).

International variables

Undoubtedly, one of the most important factors in the resurgence of the Taliban and
the new wave of instability and civil war in Afghanistan is the decisions and actions of
international powers, especially the United States, Russia, and China. The change in
America’s regional strategy, which was put on the agenda at the end of the Obama
presidency and with the advice of the country’s strategic-security groups and think
tanks, and ultimately, during the Donald Trump era, America tried to save itself from a
costly and useless war of attrition with the Taliban (Sisk, 2019: 22).
Focusing on East Asia and containing China are other strategic changes in America to
deal with the creation of new security challenges to its interests; the increase in China’s
power and its growing economic superiority have made containing China a new priority
for America internationally.

Russia is another influential player in the Afghan equations. A wide range of
interests and issues make Afghanistan important to Russia. Russia's geopolitical,
geoeconomic and geostrategic competitions in the region and its superpower slogans,
security threats such as drug trafficking, terrorism and Islamic fundamentalism,
protection and control over pipelines and energy transmission channels are some of the
issues that have led to Russia having a significant presence in Afghanistan.

The US withdrawal from Afghanistan is seen by Russia as an opportunity to regain
the power it had during the former Soviet era and to reassert itself as the guarantor of
security for a large part of the Eurasian region. Russia was among the first countries to
openly and publicly engage with the Taliban. Simultaneously with the planned
withdrawal of US forces from Afghanistan, visits by some Taliban officials to Russia
increased and the future of political relations between the two countries were discussed
and exchanged.

Coclusion

Afghanistan is one of Iran's eastern neighbors, which has experienced long and
difficult periods of chaos and instability in recent decades. In 2020, Afghan provinces
fell one after another under the pressure of Taliban fighting forces, until Kabul fell in
mid-August. Iran, due to its ideological, historical, cultural, political, and geographical
borders with this country, has always paid attention to and explored its events and
developments from various angles. At the beginning of its formation, the Taliban first




put anti-Americanism and the fight against foreigners, including the United States and
its allies in the West Asian region, on its foreign policy agenda. During this period, the
Taliban sought to present the Islamic lifestyle in a radical and extreme way in the minds
and eyes of the world, which was opposed by some countries in the region, including
Iran. The relations between Iran and the Taliban have taken various forms over time.
During the Taliban regime in Afghanistan, Iran and the Taliban had many differences.
However, after the fall of the Taliban regime, their relations changed and Iran gave
asylum to a number of fugitive Taliban commanders. In recent years, the relations
between Iran and the Taliban have remained complex and variable, and depend on
various factors. At this point in the history of the West Asian region, the Taliban's
approach was opposed to Iran's pure Islamic and revolutionary ideology. With the defeat
of the Taliban and the coming to power of subsequent governments in Afghanistan,
Iran’s policy of convergence with Afghanistan without the Taliban continued in the best
possible way. The coming to power of the second Taliban and its acquisition of power
in Afghanistan in the last few years has caused a kind of split and fragmentation in the
group's approach towards Iran. Although the Taliban has always emphasized good and
positive relations with its neighbors, the group's response to the Iranian side has
sometimes deviated from the measured path and is not desirable and positive and based
on Iran's expectations of them. As this group struggles to gain Tehran's trust, some of
its internalists have made provocative statements. An approach that distorts the efforts
of both sides to achieve their interests and questions the Taliban's claim of good
relations with its neighbors. This is while the right of Taliban officials to take an
independent political stance towards other countries has not been defined. Comments
that are also seen in other institutions such as the Taliban Foreign Ministry, so that this
ministry sometimes deliberately violates the explicit principles of international law and
fuels consular tensions between the two sides. The first group in the Taliban are the
Ghiljais in eastern Afghanistan who are heavily supported financially and logistically
by extra-regional governments including the US and the Israeli regime and regional
governments such as Saudi Arabia, Pakistan and Tajikistan in order to isolate the
ideology of the Islamic Revolution centered on Iran in the region. The other group, the
Durrani in the south, is aligned with Iran's regional and international policies and
accepts regional alliances and coalitions centered on Iran and has the most contacts and
relations with Iran. The Durrani accept the discourse of the Islamic Revolution in their
approach and accept Iran's revolutionary centrality in the Islamic world. Currently, there
is a confrontation and discursive conflict in the approach of these two groups in
Afghanistan in terms of supporting or not supporting Iran, and Iran's diplomatic
relations with both groups in the second Taliban will be able to push them further
towards Iran.
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