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Introduction

Events such as geopolitical developments in the Southwest Asia region after the Cold
War, changes in the global and regional power system and the emergence of new
opportunities for the United States on the international stage, naive optimism towards
these developments and the failure to adopt a serious and effective strategy to
neutralize the country's national security threats, as well as some administrative,
economic and executive bottlenecks and inadequacies in the country over the past
few decades, led to agreements with Western governments to lift sanctions, one of
the most important of which was the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action or JCPOA.
The purpose of writing this research is to examine the historical causes that influenced
the formation of the mentality of the two actors (Iran and the United States) in the
international arena. The main question of the present research is what historical
factors caused the formation of the mentality of the two actors in the international
arena from each other and the withdrawal of the United States from the JCPOA and
ultimately the military aggression of the United States against Iran? It seems that
factors such as; The historical actions of the United States before the Islamic
Revolution of Iran, such as its involvement in the coup of August 19, 1953, and years
of influence in Iran, the colonization of the mind and the colonial and imperialist
approach of the West and the United States, and its support for the Zionist regime and
its expansionist ambitions, led to a wave of change in the Islamic Republic of Iran's
approach towards the United States and serious reactions against this country. The
importance of this research also lies in the fact that if the historical factors influencing
the interpretation and perception of the two countries are examined with a
retrospective view, one can act better in relation to the actor in question. It should
also be remembered that these interpretations are subject to change and are not a fixed
factor.
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Research Methodology

This study uses a qualitative-descriptive design based on document analysis. Primary
data include official Iranian statements, policy guidelines, and strategic speeches;
secondary sources include government and think tank reports, peer-reviewed articles,
and media coverage. Finally, the data are interpreted and analyzed based on
constructivism theory and approach.

Results & Discussion

From the perspective of this research, the historical factors that have been influential in
shaping and shaping the interpretation and mentality of the two countries of Iran and
the United States of each other throughout history are: a) The influence of the United
States of America in Iran during the second Pahlavi regime b) The change in the
approach of the two countries of Iran and the United States towards each other after the
Islamic Revolution ¢) America's efforts to support the Israeli regime and the Islamic
Republic of Iran's support for resistance groups.

Regarding the first case, after World War 11, the United States of America cleverly
defended Iran’s independence and territorial integrity due to its access to Iran’s energy
resources and the dispossession of its competitors. This support also extended to the
United Nations and the Security Council. US-Iranian relations expanded during the
Pahlavi period after World War I1. This was also due to the all-out competition between
the United States and the Soviet Union in the global arena. Following the decline in
British power due to the economic problems imposed on it following the heavy losses
of World War I, the country reduced its influence in Iran in particular and the Middle
East in general, and the United States filled this gap well during the Cold War and
increased its influence on Iran.

As for the second variable; After the victory of the Islamic Revolution, the approach of
Islamic Iran towards the United States in general changed seriously, and throughout the
relations from the beginning of the revolution to the present day, the approach of
confrontation and confrontation with the Islamic Republic of Iran by this country, the
United States of America, has continued. From this country's point of view, Islamic Iran
is a threatening entity and a serious danger against the regional interests of this country
and the existing order of the international system in general. Ultimately, the main goal
of this country is to change the Iranian government and transform it into a government
with normal behavior in accordance with its wishes.

And Finally the third variable; after the victory of the Islamic Revolution, based on a
new foreign policy that was based on the negation of any kind of domination and
subjugation, the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran was directed towards
supporting the axis of resistance. The close security dependencies between the axis of
resistance and the Islamic Republic of Iran have been intertwined ever since. Perhaps
the main reason for this can be found in religious and cultural factors, this close security
connection is such that weakening the axis of resistance is equal to undermining the
security of the Islamic Republic of Iran.



In general, supporting resistance groups and confronting the Israeli regime became
a factor that fueled the coldness of relations between the Islamic Republic of Iran and
the United States. Factors such as the reflection of the Islamic Revolution in Iran, in
addition to the coldness of relations, also prompted the United States to seek to weaken
the Islamic Republic of Iran in order to protect its interests.
With the victory of Donald Trump, the Republican President of the United States of
America, the foreign policy of the United States of America was formulated in a
different way in relation to Iran. Donald Trump, with his relative benefit view of the
JCPOA, always criticized the previous administration of the United States of America,
Barack Obama, and finally withdrew from this agreement without any fear.

Conclusion & Suggestions

Perhaps the withdrawal of the United States from the JCPOA and the cooling of
relations between the two international actors can be traced back to the historical past
and the interpretations of the two countries of each other. The influence of the United
States of America dates back to before the Pahlavi and Qajar eras, when the Russians
and the British were competing with each other over Iran’s resources, and the Iranian
rulers were looking for a third force to end this competition. With the arrival of the
American Morgan Schuster at a time after the constitutionalization, Americans were
officially allowed to enter Iran. Diplomatic support for Iran in World War | and World
War Il increased their influence in Iran. After World War 11, and the marginalization of
the British presence in the Middle East due to the costs of World War II, a power
vacuum was created, and the Americans were able to fill this power vacuum well.
Filling this vacuum increased American influence in Iran. This influence led to the
overthrow of the Mossadegh national government in a coup on August 18, 1953, with
the cooperation of the American and British intelligence agencies, and the return of
Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi to the throne. Overall, the West and the United States,
given the strategic importance of the Middle East and its vital and sensitive areas, are
pursuing various geopolitical plans to control this region and other regional and trans-
regional competitors. Therefore, The JCPOA seemed to be a plan to lift sanctions and
keep war away from Iran, as well as to protect Western interests in the West Asian
region. However, however, since it threatened the security of Iran and had wide-ranging
dimensions, it was not feasible. Another reason for the failure of the JCPOA was that
the West did not fulfill any of its commitments.

Key Words: United States of America, Islamic Republic of Iran, Western Sanctions,
JCPOA, Constructivism
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