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Introduction

Gender inequality has been one of the oldest forms of inequality in human
history. For a significant part of human history, societies have given men a
{ J higher status and value than women. However, with the changes in the way

men and women are viewed, the view that women have the same ability and
right to participate in the management of society as men has gradually been
accepted in various societies. This has progressed to the point where today
women's participation in the governance of their own society is taken for
granted. With the acceptance of this view, extensive efforts have been made
to create equality between men and women in various areas of social and
political life. However, due to various obstacles, the results of these efforts
have been limited and the pace of progress has been very slow, and in some
( ) cases even zero. This situation has also existed in the political arena, and for
example, the number of women who have succeeded in entering elected
institutions, including their country's legislative assemblies, has been very
small worldwide. The present study intends to address the following issues in
a comparative manner, focusing on those Arab countries that have legislative
assemblies and in which gender quotas exist: What is the status of women's
presence in legislative assemblies in different countries? Can the presence of
women in legislative assemblies make a difference in the overall status of
women? What are the obstacles to women's effective presence in legislative
assemblies? And finally, what solutions have different countries adopted to
solve the problem of the low level of participation and presence of women in
their legislative assemblies?
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Research Methodology

The research method is qualitative, the data collection method is documentary-library,
as well as the use of resources and texts related to the subject in cyberspace, and the
analysis method is descriptive-explanatory.

Results & Discussion

In all countries of the world, we witness inequality between women and men in terms
of their participation in elected bodies, such as legislative assemblies and national and
local councils. In general, women's participation in elections as candidates and as elected
representatives is at a much lower level than men.

Despite efforts at international, regional and national levels to improve women’s
participation and presence in political arenas, this situation is still far from ideal.
According to a report published by the Inter-Parliamentary Union in December 2018,
the global average of women’s presence in legislative assemblies was 24.1 percent. This
figure was 22.8%, 23.1%, and 23.6% for 2015, 2016, and 2017, respectively. Of course,
there are differences between different regions of the world and the countries located in
these regions.

In fact, although the number of women representatives in legislative assemblies, which
are considered the most important democratic institutions, has been steadily increasing,
this number is still less than what women deserve given their population. In fact, in
almost no country in the world do women have as many representatives in legislative
assemblies as they are entitled to given their population. In general, it can be said that
the number of representatives present in legislative assemblies worldwide has been
increasing continuously. However, there are a few points to note about this trend: First,
it has been a slow and gradual process; for example, the number of women present in
legislative assemblies increased by only 0.5% in 2018 compared to 2017. Secondly,
women are far less represented in legislative assemblies than they are actually entitled
to, relative to their population, with women making up less than a quarter of the world's
legislative assembly representatives between 2015 and 2018. Thirdly, the trend of
increasing the number of female representatives in legislative assemblies has not been
the same in different regions of the world and also in different countries located in these
regions. For example, in some regions such as the Americas or Europe, the level of
women's presence in legislative assemblies has been higher than the global average,
while in Asia this level has been lower than the global level. Fourth, although the
number of women in legislative assemblies has been increasing continuously at the
global level, we have witnessed fluctuations in this regard at the country level, meaning
that in different countries the number of women has increased in some legislative
periods, but in subsequent periods this number has decreased. Women face obstacles to
entering legislative bodies. Some obstacles to women's political presence in political
institutions include women's fear of failure, socialization patterns of women,
occupational discrimination, the type of electoral system, discrimination against women
by voters and political parties, and finally, the greater chance of current representatives



of legislative bodies to win the next term.

One of the strategies and programs adopted by various countries in this regard has
been the use of gender quotas. The main and central goal of considering gender quotas
has been to increase the participation and presence of women in high managerial and
political positions. Also, in recent years, various countries have considered various
gender quotas for legislative bodies at the local and national levels. These quotas have
been implemented in several different models in different countries. In general, the
three models of implementing gender quotas are: 1. the model of considering reserved
seats for women in elected bodies; 2. the model of legally binding quotas for parties
in nominating women candidates; and 3. the model of voluntary quotas for parties in
nominating women candidates. In some countries, these quotas have achieved the goal
of improving the status of women in elected bodies, but in a number of other countries,
the implementation of these quotas has not been very successful.

This study attempts to examine the legal aspects and implementation models of
electoral gender quotas in Arab countries, focusing on those Arab countries where
there is a gender quota mechanism. It also examines the consequences of
implementing such quotas in these countries and assesses their practical success.

CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

Arab countries have the lowest rate of women's political empowerment in the world.
The presence of women in political positions in these countries is 10.8 percent. This
is while the rate of women in political positions worldwide is 22.5 percent. The
presence and participation of women in politics has faced numerous obstacles. Social
and cultural norms that exist throughout Arab countries have played a significant role
in women's reluctance to participate in political processes.

Women's representation in Arab legislatures has also been much lower than that of
men. However, women's representation in these countries' legislatures has increased
significantly since the beginning of the 21st century, from just 3.5 percent in 2000 to
almost 18 percent in 2024. The improvement in the status of women in legislative
assemblies in Arab countries can be largely attributed to the implementation of gender
quota systems aimed at eliminating gender inequalities in political participation in
these countries. These quotas have generally been adopted and implemented within
the framework of the constitution or ordinary laws. According to these quotas, a
certain percentage of seats in legislative assemblies or a certain percentage of electoral
lists in Arab countries are allocated to women. Of course, there is great variation
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between Arab countries in terms of the percentage of women's presence in legislative
assemblies.

In general, and especially since the events of the so-called Arab Spring, the presence of
women in the legislatures of Arab countries has increased. This increase has been largely
the result of the adoption and implementation of gender quotas in a number of these
countries. The expansion of gender quotas in parliamentary elections in those countries has
also led to an unprecedented number of women seeking to run for office.

Of course, there are still obstacles to women running for parliamentary elections in Arab
countries. One of them is that political parties in many of these countries have shown little
interest in nominating women as candidates, given the historical lack of women in politics.
Also, the largest number of female candidates came from families with a strong political
background. At the same time, most of the women who ran as candidates and entered the
legislatures using the gender quota mechanism were educated and urban women.

Another point about gender quotas and their impact on political equality between women
and men in Arab countries is that, according to many, although these quotas have improved
the quantitative status of women's presence in legislative assemblies and the number of
female representatives and candidates has increased as a result of the implementation of
these quotas, there is still a long way to go to achieve political equality between the sexes
in a real and qualitative sense. In fact, the quantitative presence of women has not been
able to positively impact the status of women in politics as it should. More needs to be
done to ensure a broader and more diverse presence of women, especially women from
marginalized groups and communities, in politics.

On the other hand, in many Arab countries, improving the status of women and increasing
their political rights has been a way to legitimize the regimes ruling these countries,
especially to confront Islamist groups that often have conservative and traditional
approaches to women. These regimes often use women (especially urban middle-class
women) as a tool to counter conservative and extremist tendencies in society. In other
words, some Arab regimes view women's political rights as an instrument and use it
strategically to achieve political stability.

Keywords: Gender quotas, Arab countries, legislative assemblies, Elections, Women's
participation.
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