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Introduction
Most theories of international relations do not consider religion to have a role.
International relations theorists consider the “Treaty of Westphalia” to be

politics and independent states were formed in such conditions. Since the

J based on a secular perspective that stopped the interference of religion in
1980s, the lack of attention to the place of religion in international relations

has been considered a gap, with Jack Snyder calling herself one of the culprits
of excluding religion from international theories and believing that theorists
must atone for the sin they committed by excluding religion from their
theoretical field. However, with the presentation of the English School theory
of international society by Martin White, attention to the role of religion in
international relations increased and theorists addressed it under the title of

) “normativity”. Considering the foundations of this theory, the question arises:
if religion is accepted as a norm by the English School, what effect does its
function have on the formation of the international society of the Middle East?
The hypothesis tested in the article is that from the perspective of the English
School, religion as a norm is effective in the formation of international society,
but its role in societies varies, regardless of the degree to which they are
religious democracies or not. This article aims to examine, on the one hand,
the areas of attention to religion in international relations, and on the other
hand, to analyze the confrontation between human rights as one of the main
components of traditional currents of international relations and Sharia in
political Islam, and to emphasize the necessity of considering religion as an
influential factor in international theories. The research findings, from the
perspective of British solidarity, shows that in West Asia, because most
governments lack legitimacy, civil society is weak, and some polar
interpretations (gaps in interpretations) of religion and its role in politics, as
well as the gap in religious interpretations and functions between political
systems, have caused the formation of international society in this region to
face various challenges.
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Research Methodology

The research method is qualitative and the data collection method is library-
documentary. Data were collected by studying the books, articles, and cyberspace, and
the data analysis tool is the use of the theory and approach of the English school of
international relation. This school emphasizes the importance of the international
community and common norms and rules in relations between countries. Unlike
realism, which emphasizes conflict and competition, the English school emphasizes the
existence of cooperation and solidarity between countries.

Results & Discussion

The English school explains international relations by relying on “change" and
"historical process”. Until the English school, all international theories did not believe
in the influence of religion on international relations (Fox, 2011:20), but the English
school, by emphasizing ideas, norms and culture, has gone through a distinctive process
that makes it necessary to explain it. One of the most important founders of the English
school is "Martin White", who was a Christian believer. Due to the influence of Martin
White and to some extent "Herbert Butterfield" (1949), a historian and theologian, the
English school approach has been linked to the role of religions, cultures and
civilizations in international society from the very beginning.

Two fundamental factors in these two approaches are human and justice. These two
concepts play a special role in the final approach of each theory. In other words, the
definition of human in each theory of international relations is very effective in its final
formation. In addition to the role of human, another point of distinction between the
English school and other theories of international relations is the emphasis on the
concept of "justice".

In the West Asian region, most countries have Muslim communities, which at first

glance seems to be a common feature that brings solidarity to these communities. But
in fact, the emphasis on the diversity of sects has turned this strength into divergence
and conflict in the region. For example, the deepening of the difference between Shia
and Sunni, as the two major Islamic groups, has made it difficult to accept the tolerance
of others in this region and has fueled sectarian conflicts.
Some interpretations and readings of political Islam, since it seeks to gain power,
consider any means to achieve it permissible, which is why some Islamic countries and
groups can easily engage in war with each other. This violence is recognized
internationally not as an Islamic discourse but as the whole of Islam and can make other
countries afraid of it. Therefore, such religious and ideological readings and perceptions
in the West Asian region, contrary to the past tradition that was nation-building, even
fuel ethnic and tribal nationalism and are considered one of the main roots of violence
and conflict. In fact, political Islam has multiple roles, including transnational, sub-
national and national. Religion assumes a transnational role against non-lIslamic powers
and theories. However, part of the religious interpretation is in conflict with other
Islamic groups and, in a national role, it also promotes the goals of the state. To more
accurately understand the role of religion, its relationship to identity and sovereignty
must be clarified, and the definition of justice and human rights within the religious
system must be identified.



Considering the discussions raised in international theories and focusing on the
solidarity approach of the English school, if the international society of West Asia is
considered, there are two important points in it. First, from the perspective of semantics
with the identity that the English school looks at, most of the countries of West Asia are
religious and Islam has the largest share of it. Second, identities can create a network of
similarities; but Islamic identity has not been able to create a network of similarities
among the states of West Asia. For this reason, the West Asian region is caught in
several contradictions:1- Nations have an opinion on Arab and Islamic identity, but
states pay attention to nationalism to secure their interests.

2- Considering the role of identity, the view of the English school is more compatible
with liberalism and realism in the international society of West Asia, but the solidarity
elements of the English school are in conflict with religious identity.

3- The English school emphasizes human rights with the solidarity paradigm, but in
West Asia, each religion and sect considers itself superior to the other and creates a
fragmented identity that acts against each other.

4- The English school and basically other theories - except for realism - have an
optimistic view of man, while in West Asia, with religious and religious discourse,
religion takes priority over man.

5- The religious view prevailing in West Asia does not tolerate the equality of humans
and women's rights are not equal to men's.

Considering the above, the international community of West Asia does not have a
promising perspective from the solidarity perspective in this region, and the main axis
of all those paradoxes is the polarizing interpretations of Islam.

Conclusions & Suggestions

Although most theories of international relations do not give a place to religion and after
the Treaty of Westphalia, by accepting the sovereignty of states, have separated politics
from religion and adopted a secular approach, the English school, with a normative
approach and accepting the influence of history, culture and norms on international
relations, considers paying attention to religion as a powerful norm inevitable. Some
theorists such as Philpott even considered religion to be effective in the Treaty of
Westphalia and considered the formation of a society of states after that treaty
incomplete without considering religion.

Despite the emphasis of the English school and its founders on the influence of religion
in the formation of international society, the fundamentalist branch of religion that seeks
to form a state in the West Asian region has not only not helped the formation of
international society, but has often acted as a major obstacle. The wars between Islamic
countries in the West Asian region over the past half century show that religion has
failed to play a decisive role in resolving these conflicts and preventing the divergence
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of states and, consequently, Islamic countries. Over the past fifty years, several wars
and conflicts have occurred in Islamic countries, in all of which the Islamic state has
constituted both sides of the conflict. What should be considered in this theory about
the role of religion is that religion can have a positive function when the general
awareness of the people and the states has increased and the interpretations of religious
sects have relatively common, creating a common culture based on tolerance and
tolerance and constructive (a common culture based on Kantian cooperation or at least
a common culture based on competition and not conflict (a Lockean culture).
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