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Introduction

After 9/11, the United States attacked Iraq and Afghanistan, apparently with
the aim of fighting terrorism, but in reality based on a strategy of presence in
{ J the region, and sought to form puppet states in these two countries; But after

spending billions of dollars and manpower, decided to withdraw his forces
from the region. America's decision to withdraw its troops from Afghanistan
gave the Taliban the opportunity to defeat the 300,000 Afghan army with a
small number of troops and form the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan for the
second time after twenty years. What has caused researchers to pay attention
to this development is the failure of the United States in Afghanistan to
establish a puppet government and the rapid course of events and the early
success of the Taliban in establishing its dominance over almost all parts of
( ) Afghanistan, except for areas such as Panjshir province. The rapid process of
Afghanistan's developments has led to the question of whether these
developments were a process or a project designed by the American
government itself. What is important among these is: one, the failure of the
American government in the nation-building process in Afghanistan after
twenty years and the imposition of exorbitant costs, and second, the readiness
of the Afghan society to re-accept the Taliban government due to ethnic
tendencies and the ineffectiveness of Ashraf Ghani's government. The
formation of such developments in the eastern borders of Iran, according to
the experience and historical mentality of the Iranians from the performance
of the Taliban during the first period of their rule in Afghanistan, requires the
diplomatic apparatus of the Islamic Republic of Iran to monitor the
developments in Afghanistan and by adopting appropriate strategies, try to
minimize the future threats from the government of this group against the
national interests of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Considering such a
background, the purpose of writing the present study is to analyze the reasons
for the re-emergence and success of the Taliban in Afghanistan and to explain
the consequences of their rule from different dimensions against the interests
of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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The researchers tried to explain and analyze the two main variables of the research, i.e.
the reasons for the emergence and success of the Taliban and the consequences of their
rule for the interests of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Research Methodology

The research method is qualitative, the data collection method is documentary-
library, as well as the use of resources and texts related to the subject in cyberspace, and
the analysis method is descriptive-explanatory.

Results & Discussion

Nation-building is a sociological-historical process through which, with the fading of ethnic,
tribal, racial, gender, language, etc. distinctions, a large number of people in a specific land achieve
a common historical identity and consider preserving its values as one of their vital duties. Most
of the thinkers who research about Afghanistan believe that the nation-state and national identity
have not been fully formed in this country and there are still active ethnic-tribal divisions and the
possibility of conflict and conflict. Identity in the territory of Afghanistan has geographical,
linguistic, religious and ethnic aspects, and ethnic identity is more effective in giving life to
behaviors. In fact, it can be said that the government of Afghanistan was weak and did not have
the ability to dominate an ethnic and tribal social structure that was resistant and sometimes
dominant over the government and centrifugal forces, which created the ground for instability,
repression and extremism.

The Taliban, which was a branch of Al-Qaeda, started to operate in 1994 and formed
the first Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan in 1996 with the slogan of establishing order,
implementing Sharia laws and fighting corruption in the country. Between 1996 and
2001, Afghanistan witnessed the most authoritarian, terrible form of government and
the medieval era with the rule of the Taliban and al-Qaeda, which was dominated by
darkness and complete tyranny, and the country descended into the ranks of collapsed
states and entered a full-scale civil war. The five-year rule of the Taliban in Afghanistan
was a symbol of violence, harassment of women and opposition to any modernization.
In addition, the Taliban, by emphasizing Afghan nationalism centered on Pashtoism,
suppressed other ethnic groups and groups such as Hazaras, Tajiks, and especially Shia
religious groups. The turning point of this behavior was the attack on the Iranian
consulate during the conquest of Mazar-i-Sharif and the martyrdom of the diplomats of
the Islamic Republic of Iran.

The events of September 11 and the attack on the twin towers and the building of the
Ministry of Defense of the United States, as well as the accusation of bin Laden and the
Taliban as terrorists, caused the United States to assume the leadership of the fight
against terrorism and to call for a global coalition against it. George W. Bush, the
President of the United States (2000-2008) established security plans to prevent any
possible attack and launched attacks on Afghanistan to overthrow the Taliban group.
America was pursuing different goals from attacking Afghanistan.



The government of Hamed Karazi came into existence with the support and aid of
America and in the process of state building measures such as; The drafting of the
constitution, the creation and development of the police and the army, the creation and
development of the bureaucracy, the holding of presidential elections, parliamentary
elections, political institutions and the granting of political and social freedoms to civil
institutions and political activists were carried out.

In 2012 and 2013, Donald Trump, referring to the Afghanistan crisis, considered it
a full-fledged disaster that causes the loss of American lives and waste of money
collected from American taxpayers. Because from 2002 to 2016, they spent about 800
billion dollars in Afghanistan and 2400 American soldiers were killed in Afghanistan.
In December 2018, he ordered the US presence in Afghanistan to be halved, and then
Joe Biden decided on September 11, 2021, to withdraw all troops from Afghanistan.
The withdrawal of US troops gave the Taliban a good opportunity to take control of
Afghanistan in less than two weeks Thus, after two decades out of power, the Taliban
are once again on the verge of forming a new government in Afghanistan.
The coming to power of the Taliban can create a challenge for the Islamic Republic of
Iran in several ways. The Islamic Republic of Iran should try to take measures to secure
the maximum national interests of Iran and prevent Afghanistan from becoming a
critical center against the Islamic Republic of Iran from a political, economic, security
and cultural point of view.

Conclusions & Suggestions

One of the important developments in American politics that happened during the
Biden era was the change in the direction of American foreign policy from the Middle
East region to the Eastern region and the issue of China. Therefore, the United States
decided to reconsider the policy of the United States in the Middle East regarding the
deployment of its forces and the doctrine of responsibility, which was carried out after
the September 11 incident. One of the characteristics of which was the withdrawal of
American forces from Afghanistan, where had spent more than three thousand billion
dollars without achieving tangible success. This US decision and the failure to build a
nation-state in Afghanistan gave the Taliban the opportunity to again use the Afghan
people's need for order, the use of Pashtun ethnic groups, the nationalist and anti-
American sentiments that existed in Afghanistan to dominate Afghanistan again, and
the second Taliban emirate was formed in Afghanistan, which was a continuation of the
first government But with the difference that this time, the Taliban tried to gain the
experience of the first government and to attract the opinion of the neighboring
countries, especially the international community, to present themselves in a moderated
manner, and they tried to win the hearts of the tribes and other groups of Afghanistan.
In fact, the American government's decision to withdraw its forces from Afghanistan
due to the knowledge of the ineffectiveness of its policy in the process of nation-
building in this country along with the change in the country's foreign policy priorities

]




gave the Taliban the opportunity to re-enter the political arena of Afghanistan.
America's partial agreement with this development after the Doha conference meeting,
the support of some countries in the region to the Taliban, especially Pakistan, the
ineffectiveness of Ashraf Ghani's government, the dominance of ethnic spirit on the
people of Afghanistan along with the slogan of ethnocentrism and xenophobia by the
Taliban all made it possible for the Taliban to re-emerge and win over Ashraf Ghani's
government.

Therefore, following the conquest of Kabul, the Taliban once again formed an Islamic
Emirate in Afghanistan and announced the new era of its government with the slogan
of forming an inclusive government due to its political maturity. Without a doubt, the
success of the Taliban in forming a government along the eastern borders of Iran can
challenge the interests of the Islamic Republic of Iran in terms of ideology, security,
politics and economy. Being aware of the process of developments in Afghanistan and
monitoring it, Iran's diplomatic system has based its policy towards the Taliban on the
basis of monitoring strategy and using various tools including economic, political and
security to influence the political behavior of this group and encourage them to form an
inclusive government, respect the rights of citizens and participation of other religious
and ethnic groups in power and refrain from genocide.

Key Words: Taliban, Islamic Emirate, America, Islamic Republic of Iran, Nation-
building, Puppet Regime
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