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Introduction

Do human communities behave similarly everywhere, driven by the
intricacies of politics? What constitutes politics, and is the study of politics the

same everywhere, including in the West Asia region? Conversely, are politics
in West Asia shaped by different authenticities, reflecting the region’s
cultural, ethno-religious, linguistic, historical, and modern realities and
experiences? This paper postulates that a politics in West Asia resembles
politics elsewhere, as politics involves individual and group decision-making
over resources and their distribution for the betterment of material gain,

human security, and a happy, virtuous life. At the same time, studying the
region’s characteristics helps to understand the parameters of human relations
in the political discourses, processes, and outcomes, including the distribution
of socioeconomic resources and political power. This new journal is dedicated
to the study and understanding of ‘politics in West Asia,” but why such
designation and whether this elaboration is fruitful in understanding the
region? Are politics in this region any different from other regions in different
geographical latitudes? Human relations should be about the pursuit of a
virtuous life, but human lives are also conditioned by different traditions and
cultures, historical, geographical, sociopolitical, and economic realities. The
search for a virtuous life is inseparable from a strive for a secure and peaceful
life. So, is politics in West Asia in pursuit of a peaceful and virtuous life driven
by similar forces as elsewhere in other regions? Or is the ‘politics of West
Asia’ driven by peculiar forces, making it fundamentally different from
politics in other regions?
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Research Methodology

The research method is qualitative, the data collection method is documentary-library,
as well as the use of resources and texts related to the subject in cyberspace, and the
analysis method is descriptive-explanatory.

Results & Discution

Western Asia is bounded in the west by the Mediterranean Sea and the Red Sea, in the
north by the Black Sea, the Caucasus, and the Caspian Sea, on the east by the fringing
mountains of Iran, and in the south by the Arabian Sea and the Indian Ocean (Nations
online Project 2024). There are differences over what countries or entities constitute
West or Western Asia. This author considers 20 countries as West Asian, including
Palestine with an observer state status in the United Nations but with the exclusion of
Egypt which geographically falls in Africa.

The Arabic language in its different dialects dominates in the Arab countries in the
region (Bahrain, Irag, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
Syria, UAE, and Yemen) while Turkish (Azerbaijan and Turkey, Northern Cyprus),
Farsi (Iran) are the other two dominant languages. Islam is the dominant religion in
almost all West Asian countries. Politically, the Freedom House in 2024 labels only
Israel and Cyprus as ‘Free,” and Armenia as ‘Partially Free’. The remaining countries
are designated as ‘Not Free. Many West Asian countries have been marred by political
violence and instability and continue to remain susceptible and vulnerable to foreign
pressure, meddling, and outright intervention. The Arab countries have experienced
prolonged conflicts and war because of Western colonialism, Cold War superpower
rivalry and wars with Israel, and later the US so-called ‘war on terror’ campaign since
2001.

On the other hand, west Asian countries until recently have experienced external
military domination and dependent military and economic development. Today, only
Iran, Turkey, and Israel can truly project power in self-defense because of their
domestically developed military power. Arab states in the region remain highly
vulnerable to foreign pressure and control, and Armenia, Azerbaijan, Cyprus, and
Georgia face territorial disputes and conflicts.

Like other regions of Asia, Western Asian countries have experienced Western
colonialism, domination, and manipulation. Historical colonialism and modern
imperialism have greatly been instrumental in the territorial formation and national
sovereignty of West Asian countries. World War |, the Sykes-Picot Agreement, the
abolishment of the Ottoman Empire, the post-WW1 Western-imposed Mandate system,
and the Cold War era superpower rivalry and interventions also saw the eventual rise of
weak and dependent states.

People in the West Asian region share human characteristics and desires as people
elsewhere. The quest for national development, human security, and freedom (and better
prospects for a virtuous life) is universal although each society must determine the path
and the instruments necessary for such an end. The demographic composition and



cultural ethos and the concentration or the dispersion of socioeconomic resources
and political power among competing groups and classes are crucial determining
the parameters of state-society relations. For instance, less freedom in the absence
of political democracy, except in Israel and Cyprus, poses a serious challenge to
countries in the region. The concentration of wealth, especially in the small Persian
Gulf rentier states contributes to the persistence of authoritarian rule, as does the
external support for the political status quo. The Palestinian-Israeli-Arab conflict
has contributed to the concentration of military power and lagging developmental
achievements across the Arab countries in the region. Similarly, global politics
continues to influence or determine the parameters of power politics and the state-
society relations in Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Iran, Iraq, Israel,
Syria, and Turkey.

Cultural, religious, ethnic, racial, and linguistic ethos become important factors
in the determination of social interactions and outcomes in individual, group, and
class relations. That is, cultural/identity variables may set people apart in every
society but whether and how such differences translate into instruments of power
and ‘power acquisition and outcome’ matters.

In general, the competition among cultural groups in each society is not so much
about the superiority or inferiority of certain value systems or ways of life per se
but how the competition translates into control over local, regional, and national
resources while realizing the ambitions and aspirations of all cultural groups. This
is especially true, where legal and institutional venues for dispute settlement,
conflict resolution, and power sharing among competing groups are weak or
seriously lacking. In such cases, it becomes natural for a dominant culture to try
imposing its ethos and belief systems, through cooperation or coercion, on minority
groups, monopolizing control over socioeconomic resources and political power. |
have argued elsewhere that culture, for example, becomes an important factor in
the struggle for democracy when it contributes to either the concentration or
dispersion of social, and economic resources and political power (Abootalebi
2000).

Conclusion & Suggestions

As mentioned above, whilst West Asian countries and societies are vastly diverse
in their demographic, cultural, socioeconomic, and political configurations, they
also share the ‘human element.’ If politics and the political community must play a
role beyond governance to instigate a virtuous life in the citizenry, then each human
community must explore the material-virtuous life considerations. The modern
Western experience with development considers material possession, freedom from
fear, and freedom to choose as important considerations. Many in non-western
societies still may insist upon the role of spirituality in the quest for both material
and otherworldly development. Political democracy is (can be) an instrumental
method in the resolution of the ‘secular-divine’ divide, or identity conflicts over
cultural and nationalistic issues by providing legal and institutional venues for the
resolution of differences and conflicts to groups in competition over socioeconomic
resources and political power. Secularism and liberalism may have proven
instrumental in the evolution of political democracy and civil liberties in the




Western tradition, but they should not be considered as preconditions for the
inauguration and the evolution of democracy elsewhere. Recall also that the
appearance and the evolution of political democracy in Europe took centuries and
remains and will persist as an ongoing process.

Every society must formulate its strategy and travel toward socioeconomic and
political development, determining the parameters of civil liberties within its
defined cultural and socioeconomic milieu. Ultimately, democratic governance is
not about culture, ethnicity, or religion per se but the management of political power
and the competition over socioeconomic resources within agreed-upon normative
principles and values and institutional arrangements, whereby individual citizens
through elections and other forms of political participation determine their own
choices through elected representatives. Comprehending the politics of West Asia
is tantamount to understanding politics in West Asia but without the historical,
colonial prejudices and contemporary cultural imperialism prism that has contrasted
the globe for a long time between a superior West and the rest!
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